Should Indocyanine green should be used to facilitate removal of the internal limiting membrane in macular hole surgery.
Indocyanine green (ICG) is one of several vital dyes that are used in vitreoretinal surgery to aid visualization of diaphanous collagenous tissues in what has been called chromovitrectomy. As shown herein, much has been written about the use and rather narrow safety profile of ICG. The discussion surrounding its applications would have ended long ago were it not for the occasional patient who keeps returning to the office with permanent central scotomas after ICG-assisted macular hole surgery. The purpose of this Viewpoint is to reemphasize potential methods of proper use and clarify safety issues of this particular vital dye that enhances surgical technique but not necessarily visual outcome.